The American Medical Society for Sports Medicine (AMSSM) is a jewel in the global primary care sports and exercise medicine crown. In a very competitive market for their society dollars, US primary care physicians vote overwhelmingly for AMSSM, giving it a landslide victory. Membership is (almost) universal because of the benefits such as education and research support combined with networking opportunities. Conference attendance climbs year over year. Quality sponsors such as Donjoy (DJO) add substantial value (eg, travelling fellowship programme). Membership is available for less than the price of a kid's phone (US$400). The organisation serves as a role model, a 'success story'. And as health reform rolls though the USA, the support of AMSSM has never been more critical for sports physicians (ominous background music…, see 'Chris Madden' below). for the magic to happen and (v) lead by example-be great and have fun! 6. Advocacy-the 'union' role: I appreciate the important distinction between the physicians 'guild' (AMSSM in this case) and the licensing bodies (statebased in the USA). And without getting into the merits/demerits of labour unions, Steinbeck's Grapes of Wrath and Mitt Romney's "we should have let Detroit go bankrupt," the AMSSM supports primary care sports and exercise medicine physicians in grappling with the 'business' side of medicine. President Chris Madden's leadership relating to US Health Reform and his From the Sideline columns are a Must Read. This is where the scary soundtrack gets louder. Clinicians who do not adapt their practice and the Continuing Medical Education (CME) with new guidelines risk losing their certifications, which may threaten their practices. You will risk being sidelined or penalised by payer networks and patients may find it difficult to access you. Hence the music from Psycho. Who's the Erin Brockovich taking care of you? You must take personal responsibility but AMSSM provides expertise and resources; it provides a forum to share the pros and cons of various settings in which to practice sports and exercise medicine, advice on quality initiatives, billing, marketing and compensation considerations. You will hear more.
SIX WAYS THAT AMSSM ADDS VALUE

AMSSM AND THE SPORTS MEDICINE REVOLUTION IN ULTRASOUND
In this issue read the TWO ultrasound consensus statements, learn how ultrasound can be used to assess fractures as well as identify neuropathies. Listen to the ultrasound podcast featuring AMSSM Dr Ken Mautner (host), Dr John DiFiori and Dr Jonathan Finnoff. They explain why the term sports ultrasound is important and accurate-sports medicine needs much more than mere musculoskeletal ultrasound alone. Thanks to issue editors Dr Ken Mautner and Dr Mederic Hall and all AMSSM authors who contributed.
This AMSSM issue vivifies the benefit of the member society (AMSSM in this case)-BJSM partnership. It is relevant, innovative and educational, using multimedia/channels (ie, online text, audio, video, social media promotion). A Hollywood ending for sports medicine for those who address the potential threats.
